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Welcome to Strutt & Parker’s Farm Research Group Health & Safety Update 

The quarterly Health & Safety Update is to assist you in ensuring that you are thinking about topical health and safety matters on 

your farm and/or estate. Health and safety is a vital part of any business operation. 

Spring field work is well underway and animals in many areas are back out in the fields. With livestock out of the buildings, now 

may be the best opportunity you have to carry out some safety inspections and ensure that you leave yourself plenty of time to get 

the work completed prior to the buildings being restocked in the autumn. Telehandlers are widely used for a range of tasks 

including filling silage clamps, moving fertiliser bags and mucking out so making sure they are safe to use is imperative.  

For further assistance or information on the issues discussed below, please call your nearest Strutt & Parker office.  

 

Asbestos 
 

The Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 (CAR) came into effect from 6 April 2012 and 

updated all earlier regulations. The regulations require that businesses commit 

themselves to identifying and managing asbestos and asbestos containing materials in 

the workplace, and communicating this to employees as required.  This requires 

businesses to:  

 

 Hold an up-to-date record of the condition and location of all asbestos 

containing material and presumed asbestos containing material 

 Assess the likelihood of anyone being exposed to the asbestos containing 

material on their premises 

 Prepare a plan setting out the risk from the asbestos containing materials to be managed 

 Put the above plan into action 

 Review, monitor and regularly review the plan 

 Ensure that all employees are fully aware of asbestos and the risks associated with exposure to it 

 Provide adequate training to employees to enable them to prevent and minimise their exposure to asbestos dust and 

thereby protect their health 

 Assess the potential and type of exposure to asbestos that employees may come into contact with prior to any work 

 Provide suitable information, instruction and training in asbestos awareness for any employee who is likely to be involved 

in work that may disturb asbestos.  This must take account of any work whether it is non-licensed, notifiable non-licensed 

(NNLW) or licensed work and must be job specific 

 Take appropriate steps to prevent and/or reduce exposure to below the set limit as far as reasonably practicable and to 

advise employees of how this will be achieved 

 Always use a licensed contractor to work with and dispose of asbestos containing materials and suspected asbestos 

containing materials 

 Ensure that any repair work carried out, either by employees or contractors, is done so by those that have received 

specialist training as required by CAR 

 All hazardous waste must be handled, stored and disposed of in line with current legislation 

 

Materials containing asbestos present a hazard only when asbestos fibres are released and dispersed so that they can be inhaled.  

Mechanical operations such as the sawing, drilling or abrading of asbestos products will create dust - more dust is created by 

mechanical power than by the use of hand tools. Asbestos can produce very small fibrous dust particles which can sometimes 

cause fatal diseases. 
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Electrical Hardwire Testing 
 

‘Electrical equipment’, as defined in the Electricity at Work Regulations, includes every type of electrical equipment from, for 

example, a high-voltage transmission overhead line, to a battery-powered hand lamp.  Farm and estate environments can be harsh 

on equipment and electrical equipment is no different, as such they require regular inspection to ensure that there is little chance of 

deterioration leading to danger.  Any part of an installation that has become obviously defective between tests should be de-

energised until the fault can be fixed.  You should always have your electrical installation inspected and tested by a person who has 

the competence to do so. 

 

Where electrical installations are no longer used or abandoned for any reason they should be 

decommissioned by disconnecting them from all sources of supply and isolated to prevent 

equipment inadvertently being started or a shock being received from defective equipment.  

Every business should do everything ‘reasonably practicable’ to protect people from harm.  

This means balancing the level of risk against the measures needed to control the real risk in 

terms of money, time or trouble.   

 

Whilst not a statutory requirement it is good practice to have all hardwire electrical systems tested on a five year cycle, if work is 

undertaken to the electrical system or a defect is found it may be necessary to have the inspection carried out sooner.  Inspections 

must always be carried out by a competent person. 

 

Telehandlers 
 

Telehandlers are one of the most versatile and well-used pieces of machinery on farms and estates.  Their versatility means that 

they are sometimes utilised for jobs that are outside of their scope, putting both the operator and others in danger.  As a result, 

there have been a number of serious accidents, including some fatalities.  Improving safety when using these machines is vital.  

The ‘SAFE STOP’ procedure should be followed when using any machine, but is particularly important with telehandlers, as they 

are frequently used in the farmyard where others may be working or where visitors have access, and are unfamiliar with the usual 

activities in the farmyard.  The ‘SAFE STOP’ procedure requires operators to put the handbrake on, ensure controls are in neutral, 

turn the engine off and remove the key from the ignition. 

 

Ensuring that all operators of telehandlers are appropriately trained prior to using telehandlers is paramount.   Training courses are 

regularly run by local training groups. 

 

The safe use, maintenance and selection of appropriate equipment is essential to the safe operation of these machines.  Planning 

tasks for telehandlers and ensuring that the operator is competent for such a task, making certain that the attachments are suitable 

both for the task and compatible with the telehandler, is a necessity.  Ultimate responsibility for the planning of tasks and therefore 

safe operation of the machine rests with the employer.  Under no circumstances should a telehandler be used to lift persons unless 

they are in a LOLER tested man cage. 

 

Three Point Linkages 
 

Three point linkages are an important part of many tractor operations, but their safe use is frequently overlooked in an effort to get 

an implement hitched up and the job done.  Implements which are attached via three point linkages are often unstable so can be 

dangerous in their own right when hitching up.  Operators should always consider the following when using three point linkages: 

 

 Whether the tractor is able to safely and physically lift the implement 

 Whether the tractor needs counter balancing with front weights 

 Whether it is safe to stand where you are standing 

 Whether help is necessary to safely hitch/unhitch 

 Communicate clearly with the other operator if you are getting help 

 Never stand between the tractor and the implement or behind them 

unless the tractor is stationary and the driver is aware of your presence 

 Operate controls from the correct position 

 Never forget others around you are also at risk 

 Make sure you use the right hitch system 

 Never stand on the implement you are hitching/unhitching or with your 

feet under the implement 

 Ensure that jacks, skids and other supports are used and maintained correctly 

 Ensure that all stops are correctly adjusted to prevent the machine from moving in transport 

 Ensure pipes and cables are stowed so as to avoid being caught or pinched during the movement of the implement 
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Silage Clamps 
 

Silage clamps can be dangerous places. Silage clamps usually have an effluent tank connected to them to take away any silage 

liquor that is produced; the liquor in itself can be dangerous as it has a high acid content. The walls of silage clamps are high and 

frequently made of precast concrete panels. Ensuring that the panels are in good order prior to filling the clamp is essential; if a 

panel is damaged it should be replaced. Before filling a silage clamp, the following should be carried out: 

 

 Check all joints to ensure they are correctly sealed  

 Check all concrete surfaces for signs of corrosion or 

mechanical damage 

 Ensure all repairs are fully cured before filling 

 Check all walls, floor slabs and outside effluent 

channels for cracks. If any are noticed, contact an 

engineer for investigation before filling 

 Ensure that any safety fences and warning notices are 

in position and in good order 

 Check effluent tanks are empty and pipes connecting 

tanks to the clamp are free from obstructions  

 Check all effluent systems by flushing with clean water 

and looking for leaks or blockages 

 Ensure filling tractor or loader does not exceed the maximum vehicle weight (when fully loaded) allowed in the silo design  

 Ensure that the operator is fully aware of all safety aspects of filling the clamp and does not exceed loadings shown on the 

safety notice 

 

When filling a silage clamp, the following should be carried out: 

 Ensure that incoming material is no more than 80% moisture content. If this figure is exceeded, filling should be halted 

until grass has dried to below this figure 

 Check that the effluent system is operating correctly and that tanks are emptied regularly and are not allowed to overflow 

 Ensure that filling and compacting vehicles do not drive closer that 300mm (1 foot) from clamp walls 

 Compacted silage should not be higher than the top of the walls unless the base of this extra material is a minimum of 3 

metres from any wall and the walls have been designed to take surcharged loads 

 Inspect the exterior of the clamp for any effluent leaks or cracks to walls or surrounding concrete. Any cracks or movement 

of walls should be reported to an engineer immediately and filling should be halted 

 Once full, check all fixing bolts on horizontal panels for tightness 

 

If a clamp is being repaired, or a new one is being built, ensure that you order the correct specification of panels, and discuss your 

true intentions with a competent engineer and supplier to ensure that your structure is able to support the weight of the silage and 

any machines working within the clamp. 

 

Vehicle Loads and Weights 
 

Modern agricultural machinery is large and relatively quick on the roads but don’t forget that just because a machine can physically 

do something it does not always mean it can, particularly when on public roads. It is also essential to ensure that employees who 

are operating different vehicles and equipment are licensed to do so where necessary; failure to ensure that the appropriate licence 

is held may lead to a conviction of £2,500 and 3-6 penalty points. A farm truck towing a trailer with a weight in excess of 750kg 

requires a category B+E certification on the operator’s Driving Licence; a tracked machine requires the operator to be over 21 years 

of age and hold a category H on their licence. 

 

The maximum gross weight limit for a tractor and trailer combination was raised in 2015 to 31,000kg, although the maximum trailer 

weight limit remained at 18,290kg. The maximum penalty for operating a tractor and trailer over this weight is £5,000. Therefore, 

when road work is required, the entire train weight should be considered before travelling on public roads, this is particularly the 

case when hauling heavy loads, and where high horsepower tractors with cultivation equipment are being moved. 

 

Always ensure tractors and implements are well lit, and that any required marker boards are in place when on the public road.  

Large and/or slow machines may require escorting when being moved between locations. When such vehicles do have to be 

moved, consider where possible the time of day and avoid peak traffic. 
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Contact us 

Offices  Contacts 

London Head Office 020 7629 7282   

Ascot 01344 876 363  
Land Management  

James Farrell BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV 

01423 706770 

james.farrell@struttandparker.com 

Banbury 01295 273 592  

Banchory 01330 824 888  

Cambridge 01223 459 500  

Canterbury 01227 451 123  
Farming  

Will Gemmill BSc FAAV MBPR (Agric)  

01223 459471 

will.gemmill@struttandparker.com 

Chelmsford 01245 258 201  

Chester 01244 354 888  

Chichester 01273 832 602  

Cirencester 01285 659 661  
Development & Planning 

Simon Kibblewhite BSc(Hons) BA FRICS MCIArb 

020 7318 5177 

simon.kibblewhite@struttandparker.com 

Edinburgh 0131 226 2500  

Exeter 01392 215 631  

Farnham 01252 821 102  

Gerrards Cross 01753 891 188  
Accounting and Taxation Services 

Alex Heffer, BA(Hons) ACCA 

01245 254656 

alex.heffer@struttandparker.com 

Guildford 01483 306 565  

Harpenden 01582 764 343  

Harrogate 01423 561 274  

Haslemere 01428 661 077  
Building Surveying 

Tony Saffery MRICS 

01483 303098 

tony.saffery@struttandparker.com  

Horsham 01403 246 790  

Inverness 01463 719 171  

Ipswich 01473 214 841  

Lewes 01273 475 411  
National Estate Agency 

Guy Robinson 

020 7318 5175 

guy.robinson@struttandparker.com 

Ludlow 01584 873 711  

Market Harborough 01858 433 123  

Moreton-in-Marsh 01608 650 502  

Morpeth 01670 516 123  
Estate & Farm Agency 

Mark McAndrew MRICS 

020 7318 5171 

mark.mcandrew@struttandparker.com 

Newbury 01635 521 707  

Northallerton 01609 780 306  

Norwich 01603 617 431  

Odiham 01256 702 892  
Health & Safety 

David Canty MSc MRICS MBPR (Agric. Fert) Tech IOSH 

01727 790480 

david.canty@struttandparker.com 

Oxford 01865 366 700  

Pangbourne 0118 984 575  

Perth 01738 567 892  

Salisbury 01722 328 741  
Energy 

Alexander Creed BSc(Hons) MRICS FAAV 

020 7318 5022 

alexander.creed@struttandparker.com 

Sevenoaks 01732 459 900  

Shrewsbury 01743 284 204  

St Albans 01727 840 285  

Stamford 01780 484 040  
Research 

Jason Beedell MRICS PhD BSc(Hons) 

07795 651493 
jason.beedell@struttandparker.com 

Sunningdale 01344 623 411  

Winchester 01962 869 999  

Windlesham 01276 489 500  
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